
Session 1: Made to Reign

Note: These questions were pulled

from the What Happens Next Bible

Study Guide curriculum, which you can

purchase at the link on the series home

page. For the best group experience,

order books for everyone in your group.

CONNECT

If you or any of your group members don’t know

each other, take a few minutes to introduce

yourselves. Then discuss one or both of the

following questions:

Why did you decide to join this study?

What do you hope to learn?

OR

On a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), how

would you rate your interest in biblical

prophecy and the end times? Explain your

response.

WATCH

Watch Session 1: Made to Reign (19 minutes).

DISCUSS

Discuss what you just watched by answering the

following questions.

1. When it comes to considering what the

Bible says about what will happen as we

approach the end times, it often seems

that different denominations, churches,
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ministry leaders, and believers all have a

different vision of “what happens next.”

What have you been taught about the next

steps in God’s plan for the future?

2. In this week’s teaching, four covenants

were mentioned that have governed God’s

plan for the past, present, and future—

covenants with Adam and Eve, with

Abraham, with David, and through the

prophet Jeremiah. Which of those

covenants feels most relevant to your life?

Why?

3. Ask someone to read aloud Hebrews 2:6–

8. The covenant that God established with

Adam and Eve included a promise of

dominion—a call for them to reign and rule

over creation. What does the author of

Hebrews say about the current status of

this promise? Where do you see humanity

attempting to exercise dominion over the

world today?

4. Invite someone to read aloud Genesis 12:1–

3 and Genesis 15:18–21. God promised that

he would make Abraham’s seed (or

descendants) into a great nation, which he

has fulfilled. God also promised that

Abraham’s descendants would occupy a

certain amount of soil or land (all of

modern-day Israel as well as parts of

Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq), which has

not yet been fulfilled. What does this reveal

about God’s plans for Israel in the future?

5. Ask someone to read Luke 1:32–33. God's

covenant with David included a promise

that someone from his “house” would sit

on his throne and rule over his kingdom

forever. What did Gabriel say to Mary to

indicate this would be Jesus? How has this

session added to your understanding of

Jesus’ role as the Messiah?
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RESPOND

It is important to emphasize that God’s plans for

the future are not new. Rather, they are based on

the foundation of the days that have already

passed. In particular, what we will experience at

the end of history is strongly connected to what

Adam and Eve first experienced at the beginning

of history. Take a few minutes on your own to

review God’s original design for humanity as

expressed in the following passage and then

answer the questions that follow.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our

image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over

the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over

the livestock and all the wild animals, and over

all the creatures that move along the ground.” So

God created mankind in his own image, in the

image of God he created them; male and female

he created them. God blessed them and said to

them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the

earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea

and the birds in the sky and over every living

creature that moves on the ground.”

Genesis 1:26–28

Identify any words that speak directly to God’s

original plan for humanity. How would you

summarize that original plan? In other words,

based on what you read in this passage, what

role did God intend for human beings to carry

out within his creation?

In your own words, what does it mean to be

created “in the image of God” (verse 27)? How

should that reality impact both your present and

your future?

PRAY
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When it is time to close this session, take a

moment to acknowledge God’s control over

history—including the past, present, and future.

Specifically acknowledge his control over what

will happen next in your life and in the lives of

your group members. Ask for God’s wisdom and

clarity to help you navigate the remaining

sessions of this study. Before you end, write

down any requests from yourself or the group so

you and your fellow group members can

continue to pray about them in the week ahead.
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