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Session 2: God’'s Plan for the
Ages

Note: These questions were pulled
from the What Happens Next Bible
Study Guide curriculum, which you can
purchase at the link on the series home
page. For the best group experience,
order books for everyone in your group.

CONNECT

If you or any of your group members don’t know
each other, take a few minutes to introduce
yourselves. Then discuss one or both of the
following questions:
¢ What is something that spoke to you in last
week's personal study that you would like
to share with the group?

OR
¢ How do you typically respond to the
prophecies contained in the Bible? To what
degree do those prophecies interest you?

WATCH

Watch Session 2: God'’s Plan for the Ages (20
minutes).

DISCUSS

Discuss what you just watched by answering the
following questions.

1. Take a moment to review Daniel 9:20-27 as

a group. This passage, considered by many
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scholars to be “the backbone of biblical
prophecy,” contains a vision that stretches
out to many points in human history. What
caught your attention in these verses?
What questions came to mind when you
read the passage?

2. In Gabiriel’s first prophecy to Daniel, he
stated, "God has ordered four hundred
ninety years for your people and your holy
city for these reasons: to stop people from
turning against God; to put an end to sin; to
take away evil; to bring in goodness that
continues forever; to bring about the vision
and prophecy; and to appoint a most holy
place” (verse 24 ncv). What specific
events are mentioned or foreshadowed in
this prophecy?

3. Gabriel's prophecy pointed forward to the
exact day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem
on a colt and presented himself as the
Messiah (see Matthew 21:1-11). Yet so
many people of the day missed it! As you
consider this, what are some of the
reasons we miss what God is trying to tell
us today?

4. The millennium is important in God'’s plan
for the future. How would you summarize
what the millennium is and where it fits on
the time line of history?

5. People in the church hold three main views
about the millennium: amillennialism,
postmillennialism, and premillennialism.
What are the differences between these
viewpoints? What are some of the reasons
as to why the premillennial position makes
sense in light of God's broader plans and
promises?

RESPOND
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Jesus was certainly aware of Daniel’s prophecy
regarding the Messiah when he made the
“Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem. He
understood that he was the fulfillment of Daniel’s
prophecy, and so he offered himself to the
Jewish people. As you read the passage below
about the events of that day, keep in mind that
many people in the crowd understood what was
happening. They recognized their Messiah had
arrived and called out their praises to him.

When he came near the place where the road
goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd
of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud
voices for all the miracles they had seen:
"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of
the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd
said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
“1 tell you,” he replied, "if they keep quiet, the
stones will cry out.”

Luke 19:37-40

God'’s plan doesn’t only apply to “the ages” but
also to your life as an individual. How would you
describe God'’s plan for your life right now? What
is he asking you to do or learn or be?

As you think about God'’s plans for you in the
present, try to project them out into the future.
Where do you see God leading or calling you in
the next five years? Ten years? Twenty years?

PRAY

Conclude this session by thanking God for his
sovereignty and control over history. No matter
what has happened throughout the centuries,
God has promised, “Never will | leave you; never
will | forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5). Praise God
that you and your group members are protected
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and loved as part of his plan—and say yes to
your place in his plan. Before you end, write
down any requests from yourself or the group so
you and your fellow group members can
continue to pray about them in the week ahead.
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