
Session 3: The Rescue and
the Rewards

Note: These questions were pulled

from the What Happens Next Bible

Study Guide curriculum, which you can

purchase at the link on the series home

page. For the best group experience,

order books for everyone in your group.

CONNECT

Get this session started by choosing one or both

of the following questions to dis-

cuss together as a group:

What is something that spoke to you in last

week’s personal study that you would like

to share with the group?

OR

Think of the way we often describe Jesus

as our “Savior.” What does that title reveal

about his nature and character?

WATCH

Watch Session 3: The Rescue and the Reward

(19 minutes).

DISCUSS

Discuss what you just watched by answering the

following questions.

1. In recent years, the rapture has received

notice in our culture as the subject of

movies, TV shows, and book series. What
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comes to mind for you when you picture

the rapture? How would you describe the

idea of the rapture—and what will take

place during it—to someone who has never

heard of it before?

2. Read aloud 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18. What

stands out to you in these verses? Note

that if you are a believer in Christ, you will

experience the rapture if it occurs during

your lifetime. You will be physically taken

up to be with Jesus in the clouds. What

emotions do you experience when you

think about that possibility?

3. Now read Matthew 24:37–39 and Luke

17:28–30. Jesus compared the moment of

the rapture to the rescues of Noah and Lot.

Noah felt no raindrops. Lot felt no

brimstone. This would support the idea

that the rapture will occur before the

tribulation. What are some other examples

that come to mind of how God has rescued

his people throughout Scripture? How has

he rescued you in your life?

4. Paul wrote, “We must all appear before the

judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us

may receive what is due us for the things

done while in the body, whether good or

bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). The judgment

seat of Christ will be a place of reward and

acclamation, not one of condemnation. We

will be rewarded based on our work for

God’s kingdom. What types of “good

deeds” do you find easy to practice?

Which ones are more difficult?

5. In Paul’s day, athletes would stand before

the bēma, an elevated seat on which the

judge or emperor sat, and receive a crown

(or laurel) of reward. The Bible mentions

five crowns: (1) self-control, (2) influence,

(3) life, (4) righteousness, and (5) glory.
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What are some of the examples used in the

teaching for how you obtain these crowns?

How do you respond to the reality that

Jesus will one day give you a crown for

your good works on earth?

RESPOND

The Olivet Discourse is a powerful sermon that

Jesus delivered just a few days before his

betrayal, death, and resurrection. In this

message, Jesus talked about what life will be like

in the days leading up to the rapture. Underline

the phrase “birth pains” in this passage below. In

the same way labor pains increase in frequency

and intensity before a baby is born, so the

“signs” that signal the end of this age will also

become more prevalent and more powerful.

Those signs include wars, violence, famines,

earthquakes, pestilence, and more.

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one

deceives you. Many will come in my name,

claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. When

you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be

alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end

is still to come. Nation will rise against nation,

and kingdom against kingdom. There will be

earthquakes in various places, and famines.

These are the beginning of birth pains.

Mark 13:5–8

Where do you see evidence of some of these

signs in our world today? To what degree would

you say that those signs are becoming more

frequent and intense?

Read through the rest of Jesus’ Olivet Discourse

in Mark 13:9–37. What are the primary messages
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or themes that Jesus was communicating to his

disciples?

PRAY

Conclude this session by affirming the truth that

God is a Savior by nature. Praise him for the

ways that he has rescued you. Ask the Holy

Spirit to give you clarity of mind and heart as you

work through the rest of this session’s material

on the rapture and eternal rewards. Before you

end, write down any requests from yourself or

the group so you and your fellow group

members can continue to pray about them in the

week ahead.
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