
Session 6: The Great
Homecoming

Note: These questions were pulled

from the What Happens Next Bible

Study Guide curriculum, which you can

purchase at the link on the series home

page. For the best group experience,

order books for everyone in your group.

CONNECT

Get this session started by choosing one or both

of the following questions to discuss together as

a group:

What is something that spoke to you in last

week’s personal study that you would like

to share with the group?

OR

How would you explain the concept of

heaven and hell to a person who had never

heard of them before?

WATCH

Watch Session 6: The Great Homecoming (18

minutes).

DISCUSS

Discuss what you just watched by answering the

following questions.

1. Paul wrote that “our citizenship is in

heaven” (Philippians 3:20). A key element

of Christian doctrine is that we are not
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living in our true home. What are some

ways you have felt that discomfort or

disconnect from our current world? 

2. Ask someone to read aloud Revelation

20:7–10. Not even a thousand years of

peace and prosperity in the millennium will

cleanse the human heart of its selfish

nature. Just as Adam and Eve sinned in a

perfect paradise, so a throng of millennium

dwellers will do the same. What is your

initial reaction when you consider this

truth? What are some possible reasons as

to why this group of millennium dwellers

will choose to side with Satan over Christ?

3. God has declared that “whoever believes in

[Jesus] shall not perish but have eternal

life” (John 3:16). However, at the Great

White Throne judgment, there will be those

whose names are “not found written in the

book of life” (Revelation 20:15). What can

we say about the choices these individuals

made to end up there? How is God just

basically honoring their preferences?

4. John notes that “on the gates [of the New

Jerusalem] were written the names of the

twelve tribes of Israel” and that on the

city’s foundations “were the names of the

twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation

21:12, 14). The sons of Jacob were

scheming hustlers and liars, while the

apostles were often selfish—and they

abandoned Jesus on the night of his arrest.

Why does God choose to put these names

on his holy city? What message does this

send about God’s grace?

5. Ask someone to read aloud Revelation

21:22–27. What reasons does John provide

as to why the New Jerusalem will have no

need of a temple or even the sun or moon

to give it light? What do you picture when
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you envision dwelling in such a place filled

with God’s presence?

RESPOND

The Bible begins with a powerful account of

creation, which is vast and cosmic, but then

quickly pivots in Genesis 2 to a more intimate

description of paradise in the garden of Eden.

God is there. Adam and Eve are there. Other

creatures, trees, rivers, and even gold are there.

It is an idyllic beginning to human history. How

fitting, then, that the final chapter of the Bible

includes the following detailed picture of our

final, eternal home in heaven:

Then the angel showed me the river of the water

of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the

throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle

of the great street of the city. On each side of

the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the

nations. No longer will there be any curse. The

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city,

and his servants will serve him. They will see his

face, and his name will be on their foreheads.

There will be no more night. They will not need

the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the

Lord God will give them light. And they will reign

for ever and ever.

Revelation 22:1–5

What are your initial reactions to these verses?

What images do you like best—and what

emotions do those images evoke?

Where do you see connections and parallels

between the garden of Eden and this description
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of the New Jerusalem? What can we learn about

heaven from those connections and parallels?

PRAY

Conclude by thanking God for the privilege of

gathering together to study his Word. Thank him

for the gift of Scripture, which offers vital

information about the future of the world and our

lives. Praise God for his goodness in preparing

an eternal home for his people. Before you end,

write down any requests from yourself or the

group so you and your fellow group members

can continue to pray about them in the week

ahead.
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