
Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27

OPEN

What’s one of the craziest arguments you’ve

ever gotten into with a family member? How

did you feel about that person afterward?

As the saying goes, you don’t get to pick your

family. In this session, we’re going to look at the

family that we have as followers of Jesus. All

believers across time and space are our brothers

and sisters. John has a lot to say about how we

do “family” right.

Read 1 John 2:12–27.

WATCH

Show Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27 (11:45 minutes).

DISCUSS

In the last session, Dr. Tony Evans laid out the

idea that our lives as Christians are a family affair

—we relate to God and to each other much like a

family. And just like a family can live side-by-side

but never really have fellowship with each other,

so too can believers.

In light of Tony’s teaching, has your view of

your relationship to God and to other

believers changed? If so, how?

Read 1 John 2:12–14.

As we move into this section of 1 John, Tony

picked up on the idea of family

relationships. How did Tony describe what’s

going on in verses 12–14? (John describes
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believers of various maturity levels as parts of a

family.) In verse 12, whom is John

addressing? (The entire group of believers.)

Why does he call them “little

children”? (Because they are all the children of

God through Jesus.)

What unifies the believers to whom John

writes? (The fact that they are all forgiven of

their sins.)

Before addressing believers of various maturity

levels, John initially sets the most basic family

relationship of all—we’re brothers and sisters.

We’re the children of a God who, through the

death, burial, and resurrection of His Firstborn,

has brought people of all kinds together as a big

family. If you’re a follower of Jesus, you’re a child

of God.

GO DEEPER

Learn more about the family of God in

the following passages:

Matt. 12:46–50; 18:15–35; 25:31–40;

28:1–10.

According to Jesus in Matthew

12:46–50, who are His brothers and

sisters? Who is God’s family? How

does Jesus want His brothers and

sisters to treat each other (Matt.

18:15–35)?

A commonly misunderstood passage

in Matthew is chapter 25 where

Jesus judges the nations based on

how they treat the “least of these,
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my brothers.” Why would Jesus

judge the nations based on how they

treated His family?

In light of that, how should we treat

His family?

Upon His resurrection, how did

Jesus refer to His disciples (Matt.

28:1–10)? Why is it important that

Jesus sees His followers as family,

rather than students?

What difference does it make to you

and me that we’re siblings with

Jesus, rather than servants?

In verses 13–14, John goes on to set up two

groups of people: the “young men” and the

“fathers.” What did Tony say these groups

represented? (The young men represent

growing Christians, and the fathers represent

disciple-making, mature believers.)

John doesn’t condemn the younger believers as

worse than the older believers. Rather, he

commends each for the stage of their growing

relationship with God.

What is the primary battle that new believers

face and have to overcome? (Battle with Satan

—the one who would pull them away from

Christ.)

The principle that John is trying to set up is

simply that new believers are to be commended

for having “escaped” the trap of the devil.

They’re safely on the shore of the kingdom of
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light through Jesus Christ. That’s worth

celebrating.

Whether we’re a new believer, or a veteran,

our perspective of new Christians can often

be shaded by their immature relationship

with Jesus. In the past, what has your

perspective been toward new believers—

whether someone else or even yourself?

Does John’s commendation of “young”

believers change the way you might think

about a new Christian? How?

It can be tempting when looking at a new

believer (even if we’re the new believer) and be

critical of their lack of knowledge or stumbling

faith. But the fact of the matter is they’ve

overcome the greatest battle through Jesus

Christ. Every believer starts off his or her new

life in victory over Satan.

According to Tony, what did the position of

“fatherhood” addressed in verses 12–14

indicate? (That the believer was mature and

making disciples.)

What specifically does John commend the

“fathers” for? (Knowing God, who was from the

beginning.)

The reiterated line that the “fathers” receive

John’s words in writing because they know God

points us toward the most important aspect of

fellowship with the Father—intimate friendship.

Tony moved us farther into the text by pointing

out that verses 15–17 highlight how one can

move from being a child to being grown up.
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Read 1 John 2:15–17.

What is the one requirement that John lays

out for growing toward maturity? (Not loving

the world.)

How did Tony define “the world” or

“worldliness”? (It’s anything that has to do with

excluding God—any sphere where God is not

welcome.)

In your everyday life, what areas would you

say “the world” carries influence?

John says that, if we love the world (the spheres

where God is not welcome), the love of the

Father isn’t in us. It can be easy to read that

statement “the love of the Father is not in him”

as implying that God no longer loves us if we fall

prey to the world.

In reality, John’s saying something that should

feel fairly obvious: if we love the world—the

place or thing that refuses to welcome God—

then our love of the Father simply cannot exist.

How have you seen this either/or choice play

out in your life? What about in your

relationships? Or your walk with God?

As we chase the world and place our highest

devotion on the very things that hate God, we’ll

find that our relationship with Him suffers. Have

you experienced a weakened relationship

with God thanks to the influence of the

world? How? Where?

GO DEEPER
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Learn more about the influences of the

world in the following passage:

Gen. 3:6.

What similarities do you see between

the three tempting aspects of the

fruit in this passage and the

temptations John highlights in 1

John 2:16?

It’s easy to see that John’s associating

the temptation of worldliness with the

original temptation in the garden.

Humanity has always faced the same

pull toward self-satisfaction and self-

exaltation.

How do you see these three

temptations (lust for satisfaction,

greed, and self-exaltation) play out

in your life?

What does it say to you that humans

have faced the same temptations

since the beginning of the world?

What can you do to head off these

self-centered attitudes in your life?

If you’ve experienced a growing distance in

your relationship with God because of the

world’s influence, what helped you turn

around? What “woke you up”?

What might you say to someone facing a

similar temptation to love the things that hate

God?
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Think back to Tony’s words about spiritual

parents. Why would not loving the world be

key to our ability to disciple new believers?

(Discipleship involves forsaking the world, and a

discipler would be ineffective if he or she also

loved the world.)

If we’re going to grow up in our faith and

strengthen our fellowship with God, we need to

be willing to forsake our love of the things of the

world. Tony pointed out that it doesn’t mean

leaving the world—we don’t have to hole up in a

monastery somewhere. But it does mean

keeping close watch on our affections.

What does the tension of being in the world

but not loving the world look like in your life?

Where do you most feel the pull?

What has helped you better love God while

living in the world? Why?

It’s bad enough that we face the internal

temptation to love the world. But John continues

in his letter by highlighting yet another threat to

our fellowship with God: antichrists.

Read 1 John 2:18–27.

How did Tony describe these

“antichrists”? (They’re deceivers who come

from within God’s people.)

What’s the goal of antichrists? (To pull us away

from deep relationship with God.)

How do they accomplish that goal? (By

enticing believers with love for the world.)
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Look again at verses 21–23. What test does

John lay out for determining the validity of

someone’s claims? (Whether or not they

confess Jesus.)

The antichrists that cropped up in the first

century when John was writing advocated all

kinds of strange behaviors and ideas. One group

—the “Nicolaitans”—promoted a kind of

hedonism. They taught that, among other things,

if God gives us all the grace in the world, we can

and should live to satisfy every desire our bodies

might have.

How might that be denying the Son, as John

says? (Jesus’s death saves us for holiness, not

for more sin.)

Another group—the Gnostics—believed that

Jesus never came to the earth in the flesh, but

was simply a man indwelt with Christ’s spirit. He

wasn’t God, but He was a good moral

example. How is that philosophy denying

Jesus? (If Jesus wasn’t the God-Man, we aren’t

saved from our sins.)

Where do you see similar erroneous teaching

in the popular Christian culture?

What other ideas or philosophies out there

ultimately deny Christ and our need for Him

to save us from sin?

In the session, Tony homed in on John’s answer

to the problem of deceivers in the Church: a

special anointing. According to Tony, who has

this anointing? (Every Christian.)

How did Tony describe the anointing? (That

each believer is given the Holy Spirit who acts as

6/23/26, 2:28 PM Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27 :: Study Guide :: RightNow Media

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/study-guide/1069/268223 8/14



a “receiver” to pick up the signals from God.)

Just like a TV receives the input from a satellite

or a cable and translates that into a picture, so

too does the Holy Spirit enable us to receive

from God the truth and translate that into right

action and discernment.

In your experience, how has the Holy Spirit

helped you to discern the truth?

Tony pointed out that John doesn’t mean all

human teachers are bad. Instead, when the Holy

Spirit reminds us of the truth that God has

spoken, we are equipped to reject the worldly

teachers who would entice us away from God.

What worldly teachers compete with God’s

voice in your life? (For example: life coaches,

health-wealth-and-prosperity teachers, self-

actualization speakers.)

How might (or how has) the Holy Spirit

combatted the worldly ideas that compete

with God’s truth in your life?

Tony said, “When you abide in the anointing,

when you are hanging out with God’s point of

view, you will find Him sliding things off the plate

of your existence that don’t belong there. You

won’t have to force a picture from heaven to

earth in your life. God will slide it into your being,

because you’re hanging out with Him.”

How does it change your picture of the

Christian life knowing that God will grow you

through the presence of His Holy Spirit?

Read 1 John 2:27.
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What does John challenge his readers to

do? (Abide in Jesus.)

How did Tony illustrate abiding? (Soaking in

Jesus like a teabag in hot water.)

PEEK AT THE GREEK

One of the concepts found often

throughout Johannine writings is

“abiding.” It appears in verses 6 and 10

of 1 John 2 where he uses the

word meno, meaning “to remain” or “to

stay.” Because it’s sometimes

translated “remain,” it can cause

confusion for some—making it seem

like we need to work hard to “stay in”

Christianity. Considered in its con- text,

though, John clearly has “abiding” in

view for all believers. Abiding with

Christ is not an uncertain state, but one

that marks every genuine Christ-

follower on a permanent and

continuous basis—like residing in a new

home. Those who do not abide in Christ

are not merely less mature in their faith,

but lack faith entirely (see 2 John 9).

What does abiding look like for you? What

disciplines have you or could you add to your

life to encourage “steeping” in the Spirit?

LAST WORD

Our God has not left us unequipped to grow in

fellowship with Him. Whether you’re a new

Christian or a seasoned veteran of the faith, we
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all have the Holy Spirit present in our lives. He

leads us in pursuit of those things that bring us

closer to God, and helps us resist the pull of the

world.

There are many competing voices shouting for

our attention in the world—voices that have no

room for our God or His desires for our lives.

Even people from within the Church try to

seduce God’s people away from fellowship with

Him.

When we rely on the Holy Spirit, however, to

communicate to us God’s desires for our lives,

we have everything we need to remain in

lockstep with our God. There, in the light, we can

see the truth.

As you face the world and all its temptations this

week, remember that God has called you to

something better—fellowship with Him. He’s

equipped you with the Holy Spirit, and

surrounded you with men and women who love

Him. Walk in the light, love God, and love the

people of God.

LIVE IT OUT

Pause: Take ten minutes this week to stop what

you’re doing, find a quiet place, and focus on the

God who redeemed you. Practice abiding in His

love and compassion for you.

Connect: Identify a worldly temptation in your

life that you feel pulls you away from God.

Connect with a fellow believer and ask him or

her to pray with you about that temptation.

Memorize: Commit 1 John 2:15 to memory.

Write it on a sticky note or a card and keep it

where you can see it and reflect on the
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importance of resisting the self-centered

temptations of the world.

Pray: Two times this week, pray and ask God to

speak loudly to you through His Holy Spirit. Then

take a few minutes to just listen.

Write: Keep track of the various instances where

you felt the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Write

down what you felt He was saying, and how you

responded.

6/23/26, 2:28 PM Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27 :: Study Guide :: RightNow Media

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/study-guide/1069/268223 12/14



RightNow Presents 1, 2 & 3 John 

LEADER’S GUIDE

Copyright © 2017 RightNow

by RightNow Ministries

Members of the RightNow team involved in creating this video

Bible study include:

Brian Mosley: President

Phil Warner: VP, Video Production

Paul Lanum: VP, Publishing & Conferences

Jackie Mosley: Sr. Publisher

Will Irwin: Sr. Producer

Josh Holden: Sr. Producer

Chad Madden: Sr. Producer

Mark Blitch: Producer, Director, Cinematography

Brendon Lankford: Producer, Colorist, Cinematography

Courtney Davis: Field Producer

Jason Jean: Field Producer

Clint Loveness: Field Producer

Cameron Rhodes: Field Producer

Lee Sherman: Field Producer

Austin James: Field Producer

Lindsey Bynum: Field Producer

Lindsie Herring: Field Producer

Mark Weaver: Field Producer

Jed Ostoich: Associate Publisher, Writer

Mike Marshall: Director of Marketing

Chase Martin: Graphic Designer

ISBN - 1-57275-3471

ISBN - 978-1-57275-347-1

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this book may be

reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written

permission from the publisher, except where noted on handouts

and in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles

and review.

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by

permission. All rights reserved.

Doctrinal Statement can be found

at rightnow.org

For information, write:

Permissions

RightNow Ministries

6300 Henneman Way

McKinney, TX 75070

6/23/26, 2:28 PM Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27 :: Study Guide :: RightNow Media

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/study-guide/1069/268223 13/14



RightNow is a non-profit ministry.

Published by RightNow

6/23/26, 2:28 PM Session 2: 1 John 2:12–27 :: Study Guide :: RightNow Media

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/study-guide/1069/268223 14/14


